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Nebraska Cooperative Extension, G91-1015-A (Revised April 1999)
 
Perennials 
This NebGuide describes perennial flowers that will withstand Nebraska's winters outdoors and 
that will bloom within the growing season. 
Donald H. Steinegger, Extension Horticulturist 
Anne M. Streich, Extension Horticulturist-Outreach Programs  
 
Herbaceous perennials normally live for many years under local growing conditions, dying back to the 
ground each winter. They vary in height, leaf texture and flower color, and are the backbone of the 
flower garden for many home gardeners. 
The following is a list of perennials best adapted to Nebraska's broad range of growing conditions. No 
single list of plant materials is suitable for every garden, however, and deciding which plants to use 
depends on personal taste. 
COMMON NAME BOTANICAL 
NAME











30 in. high Pink Fall blooming.








6 to 12 in. 
high; spreads 















Aster, Fendler's Aster fendleri Sun 4 - 12 in. Lavender Native plant.
Astilbe Astilbe spp. Part shade; 
prefers 
cool, moist 











1/2 - 3 ft. 












graft union 1 

















































Bearded Iris Iris spp. Sun; 
average 
soil



























































rhizomes; 1 - 
3 ft.; coarse 
erect growth











Best in winter 
shade.







rhizomes; 2 - 




























Yellow or red Easy to grow. 
Generally 
short-lived.





2 - 3 ft. high; 
stiff, erect 
growth form





























not superior to 
the species.










3 - 4 ft. high, 










in fresh flower 
arrangements. 











Up to 4 ft. 
high











clump; 1 1/2 
- 3 ft. high






































Coneflower, Purple Echinacea 
purpurea
Sun 2 - 3 ft. high Purple Coarse 
texture; native 
plant.
Coral Bells Heuchera 
sanguinea












































































































are useful in 

















Goatsbeard Aruncus dioicus Shade 2 - 4 ft. high White Showy white 
panicles.
Hardy Chrysanthemum Chrysanthemum 
morifolium
Sun 9 in. to 3 ft. 






























Hosta Hosta Partial 
shade to 
shade


















Lead Plant Amorpha 
canescens





















stout 1 1/2 - 3 





































2 - 3 ft.; 
upright, long 
stems
































































Pitcher's Sage Salvia azurea Sun 3 - 4 ft., 2 ft. 
wide




Prairie Ragwort Senecio 
plattenensis





Purple Poppy-mallow Callirhoe 
involucrata
Sun 18 in. Purple Native 
groundcover.
Rudbeckia, Goldstrum Rudbeckia 
fulgida 
`Goldsturm'
Sun 24 in. high Yellow Compact, 
long-blooming 
form.



































2 - 4 ft. high 
from a rosette
White Good cut 
flower; many 
cultivars.

































Statice, German Goniolimon 
tatarica
Sun 18 in. high White For dried 
arrangements.
Statice, Sea Lavendar Limonium 
latifolium
Sun 18 - 30 in. 
high; 
rounded form
Lavender Open, light 
texture.
Threadleaf Coreopsis Coreopsis Sun; moist, Clump Yellow Popular 
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verticillata fertile soil forming; 18 - 




a pale yellow, 
and "Zagreb," 
a dark yellow.
Veronica, Speedwell Veronica spp. Sun to 
partial 
shade














18 - 30 in. 
high; stiff 
erect stems
Red, cream, 
yellow
Gray-green 
foliage. 
Excellent for 
cutting or 
drying. 
Flowers from 
June to 
September.
